THE PILL"

The Long Lasting Intimacy of Strangers: A Prologuc
18.09.26 — 24.10.26

THEPILL® s thrilled to announce The Long Lasting Intimacy of Strangers: A Prologue, the first exhibition in a series
that retraces a decade of exhibitions, encounters, displacements, and forms of relation.

The title is borrowed from the eponymous book The Long Lasting Intimacy of Strangers, encompassing a seminal
essay by writer and curator Asli Seven and published by THE PILL and JBE Books on the occasion of the gallery’s tenth
anniversary. The publication, to be released during Art Basel Paris, extends the exhibition’s inquiry into the gallery’s
recent history, following the publication New Art Scales, which addressed THE P I L L ® s first five years.

The Long Lasting Intimacy of Strangers: A Prologue returns to Istanbul — the point of departure for a trajectory that has
since extended to Paris. Rather than reconstructing a chronological history, the exhibition approaches the gallery as a
constellation of relationships: between strangers, generations, cities, bodies, histories, and forms of knowledge.

At its core is the notion of intimacy among strangers, borrowed from Lynn Margulis via Donna Haraway, to describe
endosymbiosis as a generative condition of becoming-with. Distinct organisms do not simply coexist; through prolonged
proximity, contamination, and exchange, they produce new forms of life. Intimacy, in this sense, is neither given nor
synonymous with identification. It is an achievement of time, friction, and sustained difference.

This proposition offers a way of reading TH E P | L L ® itself: not as a fixed container, but as a moving vessel. Since its
foundation, the gallery has operated across shifting geographies and temporalities, gathering practices and people
from different shores and allowing them to enter into provisional forms of relation. The openingof THEPILL®
Paris in 2024 is understood within this trajectory not simply as an expansion, but as another movement within a longer
diasporic geography between Istanbul and Paris.

The second conceptual axis is contained in the gallery’s name itself: the pill as molecular architecture.

A pill enters the body and alters its internal organization. It acts through absorption, modulation, and delay. It occupies
the threshold between autonomy and regulation, the biological and the political, the intimate and the infrastructural.
From contraception and hormonal transition to psychiatric treatment and viral suppression, the pill names a history
of the self-engineered body—and the political transformations that follow when biology ceases to function as an
unqguestioned destiny.

THEPILL® proposes the gallery in analogous terms: as an apparatus that is not simply inhabited but absorbed; a
space whose effects accumulate through encounter. Its exhibitions operate less as discrete statements than as temporary
chemistries of bodies, images, materials, and ideas.

The artists brought together in The Long Lasting Intimacy of Strangers: A Prologue inhabit this field of transformation
through distinct formal and political vocabularies. Soufiane Ababri, Mireille Blanc, Berke Dogdanoglu, Leyld Gediz,
Cem Orgen, Nefeli Papadimouli, Elsa Sahal, and Ugo Schiavi engage, across different generations and practices, with
questions of embodiment, desire, displacement, memory, materiality, technology, and collective experience.

Their proximity does not propose a common nor a stable identity. Instead, it stages a temporary ecology in which
difference remains productive. Bodies become porous; histories become layered; objects carry memories between
places; individual and collective forms of life continually negotiate their boundaries.

In this sense, The Long Lasting Intimacy of Strangers: A Prologue does not commemorate ten years so much as ask what
ten years of sustained relation might produce.

The exhibition begins with a gallery, but its subject is relation itself: how forms of intimacy can persist without collapsing
difference; how continuity can exist without closure; and how an institution might remain mobile while continuing to
gather.
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THEPILL®, busonbahar, devam eden bir sergi dizisinin ilki olan The Long Lasting Intimacy of Strangers: A Prologue
sergisi ile on yil boyunca ev sahipligi yapmis oldugu sergi programlari, karsilasmalar, yer degistirmeler ve iligki bicimlerini
yeniden ele aliyor.

Adini galerinin onuncu yili vesilesiyle TH E P | L L ® ve JBE Books tarafindan yayimlanan The Long Lasting Intimacy of
Strangers kitabindan ve bu kitabin merkezinde yer alan yazar ve kiratér Asli Seven'in ayni baslikli denemesinden alan
sergi, galerinin on yillik sertvenini iligskiler, yakinliklar ve yer degistirmeler lzerinden yeniden distndyor. Art Basel Paris
sirasinda okurla bulusacak olan bu yaymn, THE P I L L ® ‘in ilk bes yilina odaklanan New Art Scales kitabinin ardindan,
galerinin yakin gecmisine farkli bir perspektiften bakiyor.

The Long Lasting Intimacy of Strangers: A Prologue, zaman icinde Paris’'e uzanan bu hikdyenin ilk basladigi yere,
Istanbul’a geri doniiyor. Ancak sergi, galerinin gecmisini kronolojik bir anlati icinde yeniden kurmak yerine onu zaman
icinde olusan bir iliskiler agi Gzerinden distinmeyi dneriyor; birbirine baslangi¢ta yabanci olan insanlar, farkh kusaklar,
kentler, bedenler, tarihler ve bilgi bicimleri arasinda kurulan baglara odaklaniyor.

Serginin ¢ikis noktalarindan biri, Lynn Margulis'in calismalarindan Donna Haraway'in dislincesine taginan “yabancilar
arasindaki yakinhk"” fikri. Endosimbiyozu tarif etmek icin kullanilan bu kavram, farkli organizmalarin yalnizca yan yana
var olmadigina; uzun sureli yakinlk, temas, bulasma ve aligveris yoluyla birbirlerini dénlstirerek yeni yasam bicimleri
meydana getirdiklerine isaret eder. Buradaki anlamiyla yakinlik, bastan var olan bir ortakliga ya da birbirine benzeme
haline dayanmaz. Aksine, zamanla, strtinmeyle ve farkliligin korunarak strdirtlmesiyle kurulur.

Bu dislince, TH E P I L L ®'in kendi hikayesini okumak icin de bir yol sunuyor: galeriyi sabit bir mekéan ya da kapali bir
yapi olarak degil, seyir halinde bir vasita olarak digtinmek. TH E P I L L ®, kurulusundan bu yana farkli cografyalar ve
zamanlar arasinda hareket ederek farkl kiyilardan sanatgilari, pratikleri ve insanlari bir araya getirdi; aralarinda gecici
ama zaman icinde sureklilik kazanabilen iligkilerin kurulmasina alan acti. 2024'te TH E P | L L ® Paris’in acilmasi bu
acidan yalnizca galerinin fiziksel olarak genislemesi degil, istanbul ile Paris arasinda sekillenen daha uzun bir diasporik
glizergéhin yeni bir hareketi olarak da dustnulebilir.

Serginin ikinci kavramsal ekseni ise dogrudan galerinin isminden yola ¢ikiyor: molekiler bir mimari olarak hap.

Hap bedene girer ve onun i¢ yapisini degistirir. Emilim, diizenleme ve geciktirme yoluyla etki eder. Ozerklik ile denetim,
biyoloji ile politika, mahrem olan ile altyapisal arasindaki esiklerde isler. Dogum kontroliinden cinsiyet degisimine,
psikiyatrik tedaviden viral baskilama slrecine kadar, hap, kendi kendini sekillendiren bedenin tarihini ve biyoloji
sorgulanmaz bir kader olmaktan ¢iktiginda tetiklenen politik dontstimleri tasir.

THEPILL®, galeriyi benzer bir bakis acisiyla ele aliyor: sadece icinde yasanilan degil, ayni zamanda igsellestirilen
bir arac; kargilagsmalar yoluyla etkileri biriken bir mekan. Bu agidan sergiler de birbirinden bagimsiz ve kendi icine kapali
onermeler olmaktan ¢ikarak bedenlerin, imgelerin, malzemelerin ve fikirlerin bir sireligine bir araya geldigi gecici
kimyalara dénusuyor.

The Long Lasting Intimacy of Strangers: A Prologue'da bir araya gelen sanatgilar bu déniisim alanina birbirinden farkli
bicimsel ve politik dillerle yaklasiyor. Soufiane Ababri, Mireille Blanc, Berke Doganoglu, Leyla Gediz, Cem Orgen, Nefeli
Papadimouli, Elsa Sahal ve Ugo Schiavi, farkli kusaklara ve tretim bicimlerine yayilan pratiklerinde bedenlesme, arzu,
yerinden edilme, hafiza, maddesellik, teknoloji ve kolektif deneyim etrafinda sekillenen sorulara temas ediyor.

Bu sanatgilarin bir araya gelisi ortak ya da sabit bir kimlik tarif etmiyor. Tam tersine, farkliliklarin birbirini ortadan
kaldirmadan yan yana gelebildigi ve birbirini donusturebildigi gecici bir ekoloji olusturuyor. Bedenler gecirgenlesiyor,
tarihler Ust Uste biniyor, nesneler bir yerden digerine hafiza tasiyor; bireysel ve kolektif yasam bicimleri arasindaki sinirlar
ise surekli yeniden kuruluyor.

Bu acidan The Long Lasting Intimacy of Strangers: A Prologue, on yil geriye dontip gegcmisi anmak yerine, on yil boyunca
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strdurdlen iligkilerin ne Uretebilecegini soruyor.

Sergi bir galerinin hikdyesinden yola cikiyor, ancak asil meselesi iligskinin kendisi: Farkliligi ortadan kaldirmadan yakinlik
nasil strdirilebilir? Bir sona ya da kapanisa varmadan sureklilik nasil kurulabilir? Bir kurum, insanlar, pratikleri ve
distnceleri bir araya getirmeye devam ederken ayni zamanda nasil hareket halinde kalabilir?
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Art Basel Paris, 2026 kapsaminda yayimlanacaktir.
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